FIRST    CONFERENCE

question of government at  the   Centre   being   vested in
a responsible legislature.

At a meeting of the Federal Structure sub-Committee,
Sir Muhammed Shaft, the chief spokesman of the Moslem
delegation, supported his Hindu colleague, and it now re-
mained for the British delegation to make a pronouncement.
Lord Reading, on behalf of the Liberal delegation, declared
that his party was in favour of a responsible Federal Govern-
ment in India, and elaborated the nature and extent of
limitations to be provided in the Constitution ; but the views
of the Conservatives were expressed in no ambiguous terms,
making it plain that they could not agree to a particular
scheme at this nebulous stage of the proposal and that the
foremost consideration, in their judgment, was effective
safeguards for the fundamental interests of Great Britain.
In a statementx after the Conference, Sir Samuel Hoare
wrote :

" Certainly, we Conservative members of the Round
Table Conference did not conceal the doubts and fears that
we honestly feel. Time after time we were compelled to
refuse our assent to vague and unproved propositions.
Time after time we had the unpleasant task of putting a
brake upon demands for ill-considered advance. During
ten weeks of almost incessant discussion, basing ourselves
upon the Simon Report, we steadily maintained our posi-
tion. . . . We remained on the most friendly terms with
our Indian colleagues, but \ we firmly refused to commit
ourselves to obligations that had not been defined, and, we
insistently declared that two preliminary conditions must
be satisfied before we could consider any changes in the
Central Government, namely, the condition that the
Imperial safeguards must be full and effective, and the
condition that any new constitution must on the face of
it be workable,"

However, the declaration of an All-India Federation,
the ideal which was now proclaimed as being within the
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